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only in newspapers; and there is, what must
rank as a new document, a complete list, with
notes, of all the traceable books from Jonson's
large library. Many survive, in spite of the
ravages of Vulcan, against whose exploits the poet
so loudly protested ; how far the editors have
been successful in distinguishing between the
genuine and the forged Jonson signatures on
title-pages I do not know; I have often heard that
forgeries are "numerous. None of the new " facts "
is perhaps of the first importance: the chief
merit of the " life " lies in the vividness and sense
with which facts already known are presented.

Jonson's figure emerges very clearly. There is
character in everything he did and everything
that happened to him. He was a Border minister's
son. His father died early, his mother married
a master-bricklayer : in Ben's character the Scots
divine and the bricklayer may both be traced as
contributory influences. Ben went to West-
minster and laid the foundations of his vast
classical knowledge under Camden. He then
became a bricklayer (as his enemies frequently
reminded him in later life), and is alleged to have
worked on the buildings at Lincoln's Inn. Fuller,
unconfirmed, states that he went to St. John's
College at Cambridge for a short while: after
which the money gave out. As a member of
that foundation I have always hoped that this
was true; Messrs. Herford and Simpson are
categorical in their denial of it. It was as a
stranger that Ben in later life was made an Hon.
M.A. of both Cambridge and Oxford.
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